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to inquire of the police, or if you did go, you took as final
the first refusal you met with on the part of someone prob-
ably uninformed."
Later, Mikhail justified his attitude in a letter insufficiently
known and dated April 8, 1856: "Three months after our
separation I tried to obtain permission to write to you. God
and my conscience can bear witness to my diligence and per-
sistence, but I could achieve nothing. I was told on the basis
of legal texts, that it would be impossible to write while you
were at hard labor. ... As for secret letters, I was warned
repeatedly not to risk them. That is why I resolved to help
you at every opportunity, but without exposing you or my-
self to reprisals for the slightest line written by my hand.
My brother, my friend, I have six children, I was and am
still perhaps under police surveillance; do you not think
that such a decision was excusable on my part?"
It must be noted, however, that after Feodor Mikhailo-
vich's liberation, Mikhail's letters did not become much more
frequent.
The last year at the penitentiary was less painful for Dos-
toevsky than the previous ones. He had succeeded in win-
ning the friendship of a few convicts, he found some
acquaintances in town, and obtained permission to read cer-
tain books. "It would be difficult for me to describe the
strange impression made on me by the first volume, a copy
of a magazine, ... I clung to the words, tried to read be-
tween the lines, to discover the secret thoughts, the allusions
to the past; I sought the traces of what formerly, in my time,
-had disturbed and agitated men's minds. And what sadness
seized me when I was forced to admit that I was a stranger
to contemporary life!"